
The Vancouver Island Peace and Disarmament Summit sponsored by the UVic Centre for 
Global Studies was a real success.

 
 
The summit started off on Friday night with a small dinner with opening Keynote Jamie Swift 
and a few of the organizers, followed by a screening of the movie “A Bold Peace”; an 
excellent movie that  documents the process of Costa Rica removing its military despite high 
pressure from the U.S. and infringement of its borders by neighbouring Nations. Ultimately, 
Costa Rica’s greatest defense was its lack of military and use of diplomacy around the world. 
After a bit of trouble with the room change and technical issues, the movie and discussion 
which followed made for a great evening. It is hard to gauge exactly how many folks were 
there, but the Hickman 105 amphitheatre was mostly full. My best guess would be about 
150-200. It was a good thing that we were able to book the larger room! 

 



 
 
On saturday morning we opened up the registration with coffee donated by level ground and 
snacks baked by members of the Vancouver Island Peace and Disarmament Network. The 
registration room was a real hub of activity, with posters, group tables and three people 
selling books. After an article featuring the Summit in the Times Colonist there were a 
number of people who showed up that were not registered and it was lucky that we had 15 
volunteers to help with the different aspects of the summit. About 100 folks came from 
Duncan, Nanaimo, Courtenay and Vancouver to present and take in the keynote 
speakers-most of them stuck around for the entire day. 
 

 

 
 
The morning was spent with opening words from Lorne Underwood from Tsawout, a plenary 
on b©¥¥fx¨ ¨m¥fY¨¦ Yxd ¨mf mfYv¨m Yxd m©wYxn¨Y¥nYx ¥n¦u¦ zk x©bvfY¥ ¯fY¢zx¦ k¥zw Y 
¢m±¦nbnYxÐ¦ ¢f¥¦¢fb¨n®f and Canada’s position in the UN in terms of disarmament. Following 
a short break Julie Cormier from Peace Quest moderated a session with keynote Jamie 

http://www.timescolonist.com/NEWS/LOCAL/BE-WARY-OF-VIMY-MYTH-URGES-AUTHOR-FEATURED-AT-PEACE-SUMMIT-1.19712767



